POLITICAL  PRIVILEGES
or the execution of its orders.   Such an ambition has secured an acknowledgment in the recent reconstitution of the Legislative Councils.   The elected members have now to prove their new powers, and will be wise to abstain for some time from pressing for wider privileges.   The only point on which a change seems likely to be urged is a distinction which is made between Hindus and Mohammedans in the method of electing representatives:  the Hindus elect through the medium of the local government boards, which are used for this purpose as electoral colleges ; whereas the Mohammedans elect some of their representatives by directly voting for them.    In this, Hindu electors feel a loss, not only of excitement, but of prestige.  The elected members of Council are not in such strength as would enable them to enforce an opinion which the Government determinately opposes. But they are sufficiently numerous to influence the atmosphere of the Council Chamber, and to render it politic to defer to them;  and the Government will certainly be indisposed to insist too narrowly upon its own judgment, and to reject resolutions simply because in its opinion they are in advance of absolute necessity.   In promoting legislation that affects social reform the elected members are in a favoured position : their condemnation of existing usages will involw no invidious racial comparisons,    On their initiative, questions may be considered which the Government could not itself prudently mcwe for discussion.  There is one subject on which the Government may not improbably   find itself obliged strenuously  to  resist  an  attack  towards whiph,  in its  heart,   it   wUl not be altogether unsympathetic, _-~the   introduction &t  a? protective   customs   tariff. Feeling in India is 'strongly protectionist: those who are acquainted with the circumstances of the country are genera% impressed with the value of a tariff, at least in fostering nascent industries,   There are certainly